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IDENTIFYING STYLISTIC ELEMENTS …AND MORE
DIRECTIONS:  Use the poem “Nightmares” to answer the following questions

1. Where do you see alliteration?  What is the desired effect?

2. Where do you see repetition?  What is the desired effect?

3. Where do you see a rhetorical question?  What is the desired effect?

4. Where do you see an understatement?  What is the desired effect?

5. Where do you see a hyperbole?  What is the desired effect?

6. What would you say is the theme?  What can you pull to support your answer?

7. What is the author’s tone?  What can you pull to support your answer?

8. What is the mood of the poem?  Explain your answer.

9. In what point of view is this story told?  How would the story be affected positively or negatively if it were told in a different point of view?

10. Based on the little information you have, use your intelligence to figure out all you can in order to characterize the speaker of the poem.
NIGHTMARES
I ran and ran and ran and ran

But there was no escape

Tangled and twisted, tied in my sheets

In fear of my own fate

The walls were quickly closing in

The ghosts were on my tail

I had to end this nightmare soon

And I wasn't doing too well

Why did this have to happen to me?

What could I possibly have done?

It didn't matter how I got here

'cause now I was on the run

It's just a dream, a bridge to cross

A goal to reach, a journey to make

I know that sounded calm and cool

But trust me... it was fake

I screamed so loud the angels could hear

And they came down to help

They told me to say a sincere prayer

So on my knees I knelt

My prayers were answered

In the midst of my screams

I woke up and realized

It was just a dream
Additional Honor’s Class Assignment…

You read an original poem, Homerun Hitter, written solely to help reinforce the five stylistic elements you recently learned.  Now that you have definitions and SEVERAL examples, you will…

· Compose an original poem of your own.

· Edit and revise your poem, ensuring that ALL five stylistic elements have been used properly.

· Your poem must make sense, have a flow to it, and rhyme.

· Finalize your poem.

· Be ready to present it to the class.







