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Objective  
Students	
  will	
  utilize	
  general	
  knowledge	
  of	
  poetic	
  devices	
  and	
  
prior	
  knowledge	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  infer,	
  gain	
  meaning	
  from	
  poetry	
  
and	
  write	
  about	
  it.	
  

Response to 
Independent 
Reading  

Summarize	
  today’s	
  reading	
  in	
  your	
  reading	
  journal	
  

Classwork  

Read	
  the	
  poem	
  “One	
  More	
  Round”	
  by	
  Maya	
  Angelou	
  on	
  pages	
  
646	
  and	
  647	
  of	
  the	
  textbook.	
  	
  Students	
  will	
  work	
  as	
  one	
  large	
  
group	
  with	
  the	
  teacher.	
  	
  Students	
  will	
  read	
  about	
  Maya	
  Angelou	
  
first	
  and	
  share	
  prior	
  knowledge	
  for	
  those	
  who	
  have	
  some.	
  	
  
Students	
  will	
  read	
  and	
  discuss	
  the	
  poem	
  second.	
  	
  Students	
  will	
  
identify	
  any	
  of	
  the	
  poetic	
  elements	
  they	
  notice	
  in	
  the	
  poem	
  
(using	
  prior	
  knowledge	
  or	
  notes	
  from	
  two	
  weeks	
  ago).	
  

The	
  class	
  will	
  work	
  on	
  a	
  worksheet	
  together	
  with	
  the	
  teacher.	
  	
  
The	
  worksheet	
  is	
  designed	
  to	
  force	
  the	
  kids	
  to	
  think,	
  identify	
  
poetic	
  elements,	
  infer,	
  and	
  create	
  original	
  discussions	
  based	
  on	
  
the	
  poem.	
  

Closing  What	
  could	
  have	
  made	
  this	
  poem	
  more	
  interesting?	
  

Homework  
Write	
  a	
  poem,	
  16	
  lines	
  or	
  less,	
  that	
  uses	
  repetition	
  to	
  make	
  a	
  
point.	
  	
  It	
  should	
  obvious	
  to	
  the	
  reader	
  that	
  the	
  poem	
  uses	
  
repetition	
  and	
  is	
  not	
  just	
  redundant.	
  

Miscellaneous  	
  

	
  

 



Maya Angelou  
 
SYNOPSIS 
Writer and African American activist Maya Angelou was 
born on April 4, 1928 in St. Louis, Missouri. Maya Angelou's 
five autobiographical novels were met with critical and 
popular success. Her volume of poetry, Just Give Me a Cool 
Drink of Water 'Fore I Die was nominated for the Pulitzer 
Prize. In 1993, Angelou wrote a poem for Clinton's 
inauguration. In 2008, she earned a NAACP Award. 

PROFILE  
Writer, dancer, African-American activist. Born Marguerite Johnson on April 4, 1928 in St. 
Louis, Missouri. Angelou spent her difficult formative years moving back and forth between her 
mother's and grandmother's. At age eight, she was raped by her mother's boyfriend, who was 
subsequently killed by her uncles. The event caused the young girl to go mute for nearly six 
years. 

Her teens and early twenties were spent as a dancer, filled with isolation and experimentation. ������ At 
16 she gave birth to a son, Guy, after which she toured Europe and Africa in the musical Porgy 
and Bess. On returning to New York City in the 1960s, she joined the Harlem Writers Guild and 
became involved in black activism. She then spent several years in Ghana as editor of African 
Review, where she began to take her life, her activism and her writing more seriously. ������ 

Maya Angelou's five-volume autobiography commenced with I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings 
in 1970. The memoirs chronicle different eras of her life and were met with critical and popular 
success. In 1993, Angelou read 'On the Pulse of Morning' at Bill Clinton's Presidential 
inauguration, a poem written at his request. It was only the second time a poet had been asked to 
read at an inauguration, the first being Robert Frost at the inauguration of John F. Kennedy.  

In 2006, Angelou agreed to host a weekly radio show on XM Satellite Radio's Oprah & Friends 
channel. She also teaches at Wake Forest University in North Carolina, where she has a lifetime 
position as the Reynolds professor of American studies.������Drawing from her own life experiences, 
Angelou published Letter to My Daughter in 2008. She wrote the work for the daughter she 
never had, sharing anecdotes and offering advice. Well received, the book earned several honors, 
including a NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Literary Work-Non-Fiction. 

 

ASSIGNMENT:   NOW THAT YOU HAVE READ THE 
ARTICLE, GO BACK AND HIGHLIGHT THE 
INFORMATION YOU WOULD NEED TO KNOW IF 
YOU WERE TAKING A TEST ON MAYA ANGELOU.  

Answer the following questions after reading One More Round.  



Write your answers on your own paper.  Any question not answered 
in a complete sentence will NOT be marked correct! 

1. How many stanzas are there in this poem? 

2. How many lines are there in this poem? 

3. What is the rhyme scheme of this poem? 

4. What do you infer to be the meaning of the overall poem?  What message is the 

poet trying to convey to the reader? 

5. In 2-3 sentences, explain what the speaker is trying to say in the first stanza. 

6. In 2-3 sentences, explain what the speaker is trying to say in the second stanza. 

7. In 2-3 sentences, explain what the speaker is trying to say in the third stanza. 

8. In 2-3 sentences, explain what the speaker is trying to say in the fourth stanza. 

9. There are several different examples of repetition in this poem.  It is the key sound 

device used by the poet.  Choose an example of repetition in this poem and 

explain how it helps the poet get her point across to the reader. 

10. Some say this poem is written like a song, and they are correct!  Why do you think 

they say that about this poem? 

11. How can you relate to this overall poem OR at least to some excerpt from it?  

     “I canʼt” is not an acceptable answer. 

12. What connection(s) can you make between reading about Maya Angelou and 

reading a poem she wrote?  [THINK!!!] 

13. What is your opinion of this poem?  If you feel it is perfect, tell me why you feel this 

way.  If you feel it could be improved, tell me how and why.  Remember, an opinion 

is always correct AS LONG AS it is well-supported. 

 


